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The  supply  of  barrows  and  gilts' 
for  slaughter  in  February- June  is 
derived  mainly  from  the  preceding 
fall  pig  crop.  Therefore,  a  high  de- 
gree of  correlation  exists  between 
the  size  of  the  fall  pig  crop  and 
federally  inspected  barrow  and  gilt 
slaughter  the  foUowing  spring. 

The  1962  fall  pig  crop  of  44.5 
million  head  was  5  percent  larger 
than  the  1961  fall  crop  and  second 
largest  of  record.  Barrow  and  gilt 
slaughter  during  the  late  winter  and 
spring  months  this  year  will  be  sub- 
stantially above  last  year  and  a  near 
record  for  these  months. 
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Summary 

Red  meat  production  the  first  half  of  I963  likely  will  be  up  signifi- 
cantly from  a  year  earlier.  The  meat  supply  will  include  more  beef  and  pork 
but  less  veal,  and  lamb  and  mutton. 

The  1962  fall  pig  crop  totaled  kh.'^  million  head,  5  percent  more  than 
the  1961  crop  and  19  percent  above  the  I95I-60  average.    The  fall  pig  crop 
brought  total  production  in  I962  to  9^.2  million  head,  1  percent  above  I96I  and 
k  percent  above  the  I95I-6O  average. 

Famers  reported  intentions,  as  of  December  1,  to  farrow  3  percent  more 
sows  in  the  I963  spring  farrowing  season  than  a  year  earlier.    If  these  inten- 
tions are  carried  out  and  normal  litter  size  is  realized,  the  I963  spring  pig 
crop  will  be  about  k  percent  larger  than  the  I962  spring  pig  crop.    The  size 
of  the  1962  spring  pig  crop  was  reduced  somewhat  by  a  below  normal  number  of 
pigs  saved  per  litter.    Producers  in  the  North  Central  and  South  Atlantic 
Regions  reported  intentions  to  increase  f arrowings .    Producers  in  all  other 
regions  reported  intentions  to  farrow  fewer  sows. 

The  main  impact  of  the  larger  fall  pig  crop  of  I962  likely  will  occur  in 
the  March- June  period  of  I963.    About  the  same  number  of  sows  were  farrowed  in 
June  and  July  I962  as  in  these  2  months  in  I96I.    But  f arrowings  in  the  peak 
months  of  August  and  September  were  up  6  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Barrow 
and  gilt  slaughter  during  the  March-June  period  this  year  likely  will  be  near 
the  record  level  for  these  months  set  in  19kk. 
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A  record  supply  of  fed  beef  will  be  available  during  the  first  half  of 
1963.    The  carryover  of  cattle  on  feed  from  the  October  1  inventory  into  the 
January  1  inventory  was  up  sharply  this  year.    In  addition  to  the  larger  carry- 
over, fourth- quarter  placements  likely  exceeded  fourth- quarter  placements  a 
year  earlier.    Marketings  of  fed  cattle  in  the  first  half  of  I963  may  exceed 
marketings  during  the  comparable  period  of  I962  by  8  to  10  percent. 

A  tendency  that  persisted  throughout  most  of  I962  for  the  average  dressed 
weight  of  cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  to  decline  was  reversed 
in  mid-October.    By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  average  dressed  weight  was  almost 
back  to  year-earlier  levels.    Through  the  first  half  of  I963,  slaughter  weights 
are  expected  to  equal  year-earlier  weights  and  in  the  spring  may  exceed  year- 
earlier  weights.    Therefore,  the  percent  gain  in  slaughter  in  the  first  half 
of  this  year  over  a  year  earlier  also  will  be  reflected  in  a  similar  percentage 
gain  in  beef  production. 

Choice  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at  Chicago  declined  about  $2  per 
hundredweight  during  December.    Prices  are  not  expected  to  drop  this  fast 
through  the  remainder  of  January  and  February.    But  prices  are  expected  to  drop 
below  year-earlier  levels  in  late  winter  and  continue  below  a  year  earlier 
throughout  the  balance  of  the  first  half  of  I963. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  is  expected 
to  be  down  substantially  from  a  year  ago,  when  slaughter  was  high  due  to 
liquidation  of  lambs  out  of  the  stock  sheep  inventory.    There  were  probably 
fewer  sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  than  a  year  earlier, 
and  a  large  slaughter  of  lambs  from  the  stock  sheep  inventory  is  not  expected. 

Total  commercial  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  during  I962  is  estimated  to  be 
about  2  percent  below  slaughter  in  I96I.    However,  last  year*s  lamb  crop  was 
k  percent  smaller  than  the  I961  lamb  crop.    Therefore,  sheep  numbers  in  I962 
probably  were  reduced  about  as  much  as  the  I.5  million  head  reduction  that 
occurred  in  I96I. 

HOGS 

1962  Fall  Pig  Crop 

Second  Largest  of  Record 

Hog  producers  reported,  in  the  December  1  Pig  Crop  Survey,  a  total  of 
kh.^  million  pigs  saved  during  the  June-November  farrowing  season  of  I962. 
This  is  5  percent  more  than  in  the  fall  of  I96I  and  next  to  the  record  .6 
million  pigs  saved  in  the  fall  farrowing  season  of  19^3 • 

The  increase  over  a  year  earlier  was  the  result  of  ^4-  percent  more  sows 
farrowed  and  a  record  7.23  pigs  saved  per  litter.  The  I962  fall  pig  crop  was 
concentrated  slightly  more  in  the  12  North  Central  States  than  a  year  before. 
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Table    1, — Number  of  sows  farrowing  and  percentage  distribution 
by  months,  fall  season.  United  States,  I957  to  date 


Year    :    June      :    July      :    Aug.      :    Sept.     :    Oct.      :    Nov.      :  Total 


:  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 

:  head  head  head  head  head  head  head 

1957  :     735           759  l,l83  1,330  7^  361  5,112 

1958  :      829           912  1,^00  l,^Ok  820  i+22  5,88t 

1959  :      95^           978  IM^  1,559  808  kl^  6,128 

1960  :     877           8T5  1,290  1,505  865  kk-3  5,855 

1961  :      9^^           899  1,256  l,i^83  903  ^68  5,953 

1962  :      939           903  1,333  l,58o  922  kSQ  6.165 
*                      Percentage  distribution  of  fall  farrowings 


:  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent      Percent  Percent 

1957  :  1^.^  1^.8  23.1  26.0  lk.6  7.1  100. 0 

1958  :  14.1  15.5  23.8  25.5  13.9  7.2  100.0 

1959  :  15.5  16.0  23.1  25.4  13.2  6.8  100.0 

1960  :  15.0  IU.9  22.0  25.7  1^.8  7.6  100.0 

1961  :  15.9  15.1  21.1  2^4-. 9  15.2  7.8  100.0 

1962  :  15.2  II+.7  21.6  25.6  15.0  7.9  100.0 


Farrowings  were  up  k  percent  in  the  North  Central  States  whereas  they  were 
increased  only  2  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  States,  and  1  percent  in  the 
North  Atlantic  States.    Producers  in  the  South  Central  and  Western  States 
farrowed  1  percent  fewer  sows  in  the  fall  of  I962  than  a  year  earlier. 

Producers  apparently  altered  their  production  plans  somewhat  after  their 
report  of  intentions  last  June.    In  the  June  1  Pig  Crop  Survey,  producers 
reported  intentions  to  farrow  6,077,000  sows  in  the  I962  fall  farrowing  period. 
This  would  have  been  an  increase  of  2  percent  over  a  year  earlier.  Instead, 
producers  actually  farrowed  6,165,000  sows,  an  increase  of  k  percent  over  the 
5,953,000  head  farrowed  in  fall  farrowing  period  of  I961.    Except  for  the  West, 
actual  farrowings  exceeded  the  June  1  reported  intended  farrowings  in  a3J. 
regions.    Producers  in  the  Western  States  farrowed  slightly  fewer  sows  than 
intended  earlier.    The  reduction  was  actually  confined  to  Idaho,  Oregon,  and 
California . 

Annual  Pig  Crop 

U£  1  Percent  in  I962 

The  number  of  pigs  saved  in  the  December  1961-November  I962  farrowing 
year  totaled  9^.2  million  head — up  1  percent  from  the  93*0  million  head  saved 
in  1961  and  k  percent  above  the  I95I-60  average  of  9O.8  million  head.    The  large 
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fall  pig  crop  in  I962  was  the  main  factor  holding  pig  production  above  the 
I95I-6O  average.    The  niomber  of  sows  farrowed  in  the  I962  spring  farrowing 
season  was  10  percent  under  the  average  for  1951-^0,  but  due  to  the  upward 
trend  in  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter^  the  spring  pig  crop  was  only  7 
percent  below  the  1951-^0  average.    On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  sows 
farrowed  in  the  I962  fall  farrowing  season  was  l^J-  percent  above  the  average 
for  1951-^0  and  the  pig  crop  was  I9  percent  above  the  I95I-60  average. 

There  has  been  an  upward  trend  in  the  proportion  of  the  annual  pig  crop 
produced  in  the  June-November  period.    A  record  ^7.3  percent  of  the  I962  pig 
crop  was  accounted  for  by  the  fall  crop  compared  with  ^5.8  percent  in  I96I  and 
an  average  of  kl,l  percent  during  1951-^ • 


Producers  Report  Intentions 
to  Increase  Spring  Far rowings 


Producers  reported  intentions,  in  the  December  1  Pig  Crop  Survey,  to 
farrow  7.2  million  sows  in  the  December  1962-May  19^3  period.    This  is  an 
increase  of  3  percent  from  the  7«0  million  sows  farrowed  in  the  comparable 
period  a  year  earlier  but  7  percent  under  the  1951-^0  average  of  7.8  million. 
Increased  pig  production  in  the  first  half  of  19^3  likely  will  be  limited  to  the 
North  Central  and  South  Atlantic  Regions .    Producers  in  the  East  North  Central 
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Table    2. --Spring  pig  crop,  "by  regions,  ISkd  to  date 


Year 

North 

;  North 

Central 

:  South 

:  South 

[  Western 

: United 

Atlantic 

;  East 

;  West 

:  Atlantic 

:  Central 

:  States 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,010 
1,107 
9^3 
1,038 
1,102 
9ki 
863 
937 
911 
819 
732 
TSk 

757 
698 
683 
680 


Ik, 0^2 
15,909 
16,177 
16,798 
15,7^5 
li^-,271 

15,^79 
16,678 
16,306 
15,7^5 
15,409 
16,593 

ll+,6i|.0 

15,451 
15,170 
16,000 


24,062 
27,835 
28,905 
31,279 
26,812 
24,322 
27,127 
29,630 
25,279 
24,485 
25,398 
27,759 
22,401 
24,876 

24,334 
25,400 


3,714 
3,909 
3,971 
4,211 
4,463 
3,730 
3,895 
4,019 
4,141 
4,134 
3,985 
4,554 
3,742 
3,576 
3,628 
3,700 


6,030 
6,570 
6,534 
6,386 
5,694 
3,737 
4,454 
5,220 

5,492 

5,131 
4,800 

5,783 
4,787 
4,829 
4,807 
4,750 


1,600 

1,639 

1,428 
1,586 
1,319 
939 
1,034 
1,126 

995 
949 
1,030 
1,167 
955 

1,011 

1,079 
1,000 


50,468 
56,969 
57,958 
61,298 

55,135 
47,940 
52,852 
57,610 
53,124 
51,263 
51,354 
56,620 
47,282 
50,441 
49,701 
51,530 


1/  Estimates  based  on  December  I962  intentions  and  litter  size. 


States  and  the  South  Atlantic  States  intended  to  increase  spring  farrowings  4 
percent,  while  producers  in  the  West  North  Central  States  planned  an  increase 
of  3  percent.    Producers  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  South  Central  States  indicated 
a  decrease  of  1  percent  and  those  in  the  Western  Region  a  decrease  of  6  percent . 

Allowing  for  trend  in  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter,  the  I963 
spring  pig  crop  is  expected  to  total  about  5I.5  million  head.    This  would  be 
4  percent  more  than  the  49.7  miOJLion  pigs  saved  in  last  year's  spring  pig  crop 
but  about  4  percent  below  the  195I-60  average  of  53 '4  mi3J.ion. 


Hog  Prices  Under 
Pressure  in  I963 

With  the  1962  fall  pig  crop  up  5  percent,  prices  for  slaughter  hogs  from 
late  winter  through  early  summer  of  I963  likely  will  average  substantially 
below  a  year  earlier.    And  if  the  I963  spring  pig  crop  is  up  4  percent,  as  per 
reported  intentions,  the  price  weakness  likely  will  prevail  through  the  last 
half  of  1963. 


A  somewhat  different  pattern  of  slaughter  and  prices  is  in  the  offing  in 
the  first  half  of  this  year  than  during  the  first  half  of  I962.    Compared  with 
a  year  earlier,  2  percent  fewer  hogs  6  months  old  and  over  were  reported  on 
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Table    3. --Number  of  sows  farrowing,  pigs  saved  and  pigs  saved  per  litter, 
spring  and  fall  pig  crops,  by  regions,  I958  to  date 


SPRING  PIG  CROP 


North 
Atlantic 

North  Central 

South 
Atlantic 

South 
Central 

United 
States 

Year 

East       :  West 

Western 

1,000  bead 

1,000  head    1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Sows  farrowing: 


1950 

10  D 

2,180 

3,537 

597 

713 

l48 

7,281 
7,996 

1959 

110 

2,335 

3,881 
3,17^ 

659 

843 

168 

i960 

110 

2,095 

1-1.  ^ 
549 

722 

l4o 

6,790 

1961 

102 

2,146 

3,^27 

512 

701 

l4l 

7,029 

oft 

512 

152 

7,020 

1963  2/ 

97 

2,235 

3,539 

531 

680 

1^3 

7,225 

Pigs  saved: 

1958 

732 

15,^09 

25,398 

3,985 

U,8oo 
5,783 

1,030 
1,167 

51,354 

1959 

761^ 

16,593 

27,759 

^,55^+ 

56,620 

i960 

757 

14, 640 
15,i^51 

22,if01 
24,876 

3,7^+2 

4,787 

955 

47,282 

1961 

698 

3,576 

k,Q29 

1,011 

50,441 

1962  1/ 

683 

15,170 

3,628 

4,807 

1,079 

49,701 

1963 

2/  51,500 

Pigs  saved  per 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

litter: 

1958 

6.85 

7.07 

7.18 

6.68 

6.73 

6.95 

7.05 

1959 

6.92 

7.11 

7.15 

6.91 

6.86 

6.94 

7.08 

i960 

6.86 

7.00 

7.06 

6.82 

6.63 

6.82 

6.96 

1961 

6.86 

7.20 

7.26 

6.98 

6.89 

7.12 

T.I8 

1962  1/ 

6.98 

7.06 

7.11 

7.08 

6.98 

7.11 

7.08 

1963 

2/  7.15 

FALL  PIG  CROP 


1,000  head  1,000  head    1,000  head 


Sows  farrowing; 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 


98 

1,957 

2,493 

512 

693 

134 

5,887 

103 

2,028 
1,9^5 

2,553 
2,499 

530 

768 

146 

6,128 

9k 

474 

704 

139 

5,855 

87 

1,992 

2,589 

464 

687 

134 

5,953 

89 

2,077 

2,709 

475 

682 

133 

6,165 

Pigs  saved: 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 


679 
715 
648 
606 
626 


14,206 
14,306 
13,854 
14,442 
15,169 


17,971 
17,845 
17,482 
18,510 
19,570 


3,55^ 
3,649 
3,286 

3,275 
3,382 


4,834 
5,245 
^,857 
4,818 
4,852 


935 
1,015 
978 
943 

944 


42,179 
42,775 
41,105 
42,594 
44,543 


Pigs  saved  per 
litter: 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 
1962  1/ 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Niomber 

Number 

Number 

Number 

6.90 

7.26 

7.21 

6.95 

6.98 

7.00 

7.17 

6.90 

7.05 

6.99 

6.89 

6.83 

7.02 

6.98 

6.86 

7.12 

7.00 

6.94 

6.90 

7.03 

7.02 

6.97 

7.25 

7.15 

7.05 

7.01 

7.06 

7.16 

7.09 

7.30 

7.22 

7.12 

7.11 

7.16 

7.23 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Number  indicated  to  farrow  from  intentions  as  of  Dec.  1,  1962.  Average  number  of  pigs  per  litter 
with  allowance  for  trend  used  to  calculate  indicated  number  of  pigs  saved. 
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farms  December  1  in  10  Corn  Belt  States.    In  addition^  federally  inspected  hog 
slaughter  during  December  I962  exceeded  year-earlier  slaughter  by  about  k  per- 
cent.   Therefore,  the  carryover  of  barrows  and  gilts  from  the  1962  spring  pig 
crop  into  calendar  I963  was  considerably  less  than  the  number  carried  over  from 
the  1961  spring  crop  into  I962.    Furthermore,  barrow  and  gilt  slaughter  in 
January  and  February  likely  will  not  reflect  the  increase  in  the  I962  fall  pig 
crop.    The  number  of  sows  farrowed  in  June  and  July  of  I962,  the  first  2  months 
of  the  1962  fall  farrowing  season,  was  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  Therefore, 
hog  slaughter  the  first  2  m.onths  of  this  year  will  be  down  seasonally  from 
slaughter  in  November  and  December  of  1962  and  probably  also  will  fall  below 
slaughter  in  the  comparable  period  a  year  ago. 

Some  of  the  price  strengthening  effect  of  the  seasonal  decline  in  hog 
slaughter  in  early  I963  will  be  offset  by  larger  supplies  of  pork  in  cold 
storage  and  increased  production  of  broilers .    Cold  storage  holdings  of  pork  at 
the  end  of  November  were  7  percent  above  holdings  on  November  30,  I96I.  Fur- 
thermore, more  pork  probably  was  placed  in  storage  in  December  I962  than  a  year 
before.    The  hatch  of  broiler- type  chicks  last  November  and  December  was  about 
15  percent  above  the  hatch  during  the  same  period  in  I96I. 

The  week  of  December  29,  I962,  slaughter  barrows  and  gilts  at  8  public 
markets  averaged  $16.22  per  himdredweight  compared  with  the  year-earlier  price 
of  $17.20  per  hundredweight.    However,  hog  prices  rose  sharply  in  December  of 
1961  as  slaughter  dropped  off  from  the  late  November  peak.    Last  December  the 
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weekly  rate  of  slaughter  continued  at  a  relatively  high  level  throughout  most 
of  the  month •  Prices  for  slaughter  barrows  and  gilts  in  January  and  February 
of  this  year  are  expected  to  average  about  the  same  as  the  $16.84  average  for 
the  comparable  period  last  year. 

The  impact  of  the  larger  I962  fall  pig  crop  will  be  concentrated  in  the 
March- June  period.    These  are  the  months  for  the  slaughter  of  hogs  from  the 
peak  of  fall  farrowings.    Moreover,  the  greatest  gain  over  a  year  earlier  in 
the  1962  fall  pig  crop  occurred  in  the  months  of  peak  farrowing.    The  number  of 
pigs  saved  in  August  and  September  of  I962  exceeded  a  year  earlier  by  7  percent 
or  more.    Therefore,  hog  slaughter  is  expected  to  increase  sharply  in  late 
winter  and  to  continue  at  a  relatively  high  level  throughout  spring.  Barrow 
and  gilt  slaughter  during  March-June  of  this  year  likely  will  be  near  the  re- 
cord high  level  for  these  months  set  in  l^kh. 

This  large  volume  of  pork  will  be  coming  on  the  market  when  both  broilers 
and  beef  will  be  in  large  supply.    Consequently,  hog  prices  during  the  spring 
are  expected  to  average  substantially  lower  than  during  the  comparable  period 
last  year. 


Table  4. — Prices  received  by  farmers  for  hogs  and  corn,  hog-corn 
price  ratio  and  corn  support  prices,  Sept. -Dec,  I956  to  date 


;  Hog 

price,  per  100  pounds 

Corn  price^ 

,  per  bushel 

Year 

:  Sept. 

:  Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec. 

:  Sept . 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov.      :  Dec. 

:  Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol.  Dol. 

1956 

:  15.70 

15.50 

14.30 

16.20 

1.43 

1.19 

1.21  1.22 

1957 

:  19.10 

17.00 

16.60 

17.80 

1.15 

1.06 

.985  .984 

1958 

;  19.90 

18.50 

17.90 

17.50 

1.13 

1.04 

.942  1.02 

1959 

:  13.30 

12.60 

12.10 

11.30 

1.09 

.990 

.982  .959 

i960 

15.70 

16.70 

16.60 

16.50 

1.06 

.991 

.866  .911 

1961 

:  17.50 

16.60 

15.70 

16.10 

1.04 

1.02 

.938  .947 

1962 

18.20 

I6.k0 

16.20 

15.70 

1.04 

1.02 

.938  1.00 

Hoe-corn  price  ratio 

Corn  support  price 

per 

bushel  1/ 

For 

•     For  non- 

Sept. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov. 

:    Dec .  : 

compliers 

•  compliers 

Dol. 

Dol. 

1956 

11.0 

13.0 

11.8 

13.3 

1.50 

1.25 

1957  . 

16.6 

16.0 

16.9 

18.1 

1.40 

1.10 

1958 

17.6 

17.8 

19.0 

17.2 

1.36 

1.06 

1959 

12.2 

12.7 

12.3 

11.8 

1.12 

i960 

14.8 

16.9 

19.2 

18.1 

1.06 

1961 

16.8 

16.3 

16.7 

17.0 

1.20 

1962 

17.5 

16.1 

17.3 

15.7 

1.20 

TJ  National  average  support  prices  for  farmers  complying  or  not  complying 
with  their  acreage  allotments. 
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Table    5. — Average  weight  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets,  and 
price  spread  by  weights  at  Chicago,  I958  to  date 


Month 


Average  live  weight, 
8  markets 


Price  spread  2^10-270  lb.  from 
200-220  lb.  at  Chicago 


1962 

1961  : 

i960 

1959 

:  1958 

:  1962 

:  1961 

i960 

:  1959 

:  1958 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Dol. 

Del. 

Pol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January- 

23^4- 

236 

232 

238 

232 

-.56 

-.72 

-.63 

-.83 

-.82 

February 

231 

232 

228 

232 

228 

-.60 

-.50 

March 

231 

231 

229 

229 

229 

-.61 

-M 

-.23 

-.32 

-.31 

April 

2^6 

2?2 

-  6s 

-.kk 

-  ^6 

-.66 

I^y 

235 

238 

23h 

231 

23k 

-.82 

-'.Q8 

-.82 

-.82 

-.75 

June 

23^ 

23^1 

232 

229 

229 

-.Qk 

-.79 

-.67 

-.75 

-.77 

July 

226 

225 

228 

221 

219 

-.69 

-.53 

-.58 

1/-.12 

-.29 

August 

220 

219 

223 

216 

2li+ 

-.25 

-.11 

-.20 

1/  .09 

.10 

September 

221 

219 

222 

218 

218 

-.20 

.06 

.00 

1/  .07 

-.06 

October 

229 

22^ 

225 

22k 

22k 

-.39 

-.10 

-.09 

I/-.02 

-.27 

November 

23k 

228 

231 

228 

230 

-.73 

-.ki 

-.31 

I/-.I8 

-.69 

December 

23k 

231 

232 

230 

233 

-1.03 

-.63 

-1.08 

-.95 

-i.ii^ 

Average 

231 

230 

229 

228 

227 

-.61 

-M 

-.kk 

I/-.I5 

-.51 

1/  Price  spread  for  220-2^0  and  200-220  pcimd  barrow  and  gilt. 
Compiled  from  data  of  Market  News,  Livestock  Division,  AMS. 


Table    6. --Average  weight  of  slaLighter  steers,  and  price  spread 
between  weight  groups,  Chicago,  I958  to  date 


Month 


Average  live  weight, 
all  grades 


Price  spread  Choice  steers, 
1100-1300  lb.  from  900-1100  lb. 


1962 

:  1961 

:  i960 

:  1959 

:  1958 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  i960 

:  1959 

:  1958 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January- 

1,155 

1,180 

1,176 

1,19U 

l,liH 

.23 

-.82 

-.35 

-.55 

-.29 

February 

1,1^7 

1,172 

1,17^ 

1,187 

1,129 

.20 

-.82 

-.kQ 

-.38 

.08 
.28 

March 

l,li4.2 

1,177 

1,169 

1,168 

1,117 

.35 

-.21 

.03 

-.03 

April 

1,1^7 

1,177 

1,150 

l,li^9 

1,118 

.62 

-.12 

.16 

.23 

.73 

May 

1,15^ 

1,176 

1,150 

1,162 

1,119 

.36 

-.18 

.Ik 

.10 

.67 

June 

1A57 

1,190 

1,150 

1,165 

1,132 

.21 

-.66 

.18 

-.11 

.29 

July 

1,1^3 

1,190 

1,158 

1,166 

1,138 

.36 

-.96 

-.10 

..kk 

-.03 

August 

1,129 

1,173 

1,153 

1,163 

1,1^3 

.62 

-.53 

-.16 

-.10 

-.01 

September 

1,117 

1,156 

1,152 

1,158 

1,1^5 

.59 

-.25 

-.22 

-.10 

-.2k 

October 

1,121 

1,168 

1,153 

1,151 

1,161 

.86 

.01 

-.19 

-.07 

-.30 

November 

1,137 

1,155 

1,16U 

1,152 

1,175 

.88 

.06 

-.31 

-.12 

-.62 

December 

l,l^k 

1,156 

1,166 

1,158 

1,190 

.59 

00 

-.k2 

-.kl 

-.57 

Average 

.  I,lk2 

1,173 

1,160 

1,161^ 

l,l^i+ 

.k9 

-.38 

-.15 

-.17 

0 

Compiled  from  data  of  ^fe,rket  News,  Livestock  Division,  AMS. 
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CATTLE 

Cattle  Slaughter  in  I962 
About  2  Percent  Above  I96I 

Federally  inspected  cattle  slaughter  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  I962 
based  on  preliminary  data  for  December,  exceeded  slaughter  a  year  earlier  by  a 
little  over  2  percent.    Fourth-quarter  slaughter  in  I962  brought  total  com- 
mercial cattle  slaughter  to  about  26.1  million  head  for  the  year.    This  is 
about  2  percent  more  than  the  commercial  slaughter  of  25.6  million  head  in  I96I. 

Total  beef  production  for  the  year  is  estimated  only  slightly  larger 
than  in  I96I  because  dressed  weights  of  cattle  slaughtered  averaged  under  year- 
earlier  weights  most  of  the  year.    Commercial  beef  production  through  November 
totaled    13^78^    million  pounds  compared  with  a  total  production  of  13,761  mil- 
lion pounds  in  the  first  11  months  of  196I. 

Steer  Slaughter  Weights 
Down  Sharply  in  1962  ' 

The  dressed  weight  of  steers  slaughtered  \inder  Federal  inspection  av- 
eraged lighter  throughout  I962  than  in  the  preceding  year.    The  greatest 
reduction,  relative  to  a  year  earlier,  came  in  the  third  quarter  of  I962,  when 
dressed  weights  of  steers  averaged  over  29  pounds  under  those  in  the  third 
quarter  of  I96I.    The  number  of  steers  slaughtered  exceeded  that  of  a  year 
earlier  from  January  through  July.    However,  by  June  and  July  the  decrease  in 
yield  of  beef  per  head  slaughtered  was  sufficient  to  hold  the  total  tonnage  of 
steer  beef  produced  about  the  same  as  in  these  2  months  of  I96I. 

From  August  through  November,  monthly  steer  slaughter  ran  below  slaughter 
in  the  comparable  period  of  I96I.    The  lower  level  of  steer  slaughter  during 
this  period,  along  with  the  lighter  average  dressed  weight,  resulted  in  a 
considerably  smaller  tonnage  of  steer  beef  produced  through  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1962  than  in  these  seasons  of  I96I. 

Total  steer  beef  production  under  Federal  inspection  during  August-Octo- 
ber 1962  was  9  percent  under  a  year  earlier  and  l4  percent  under  the  seasonal 
peak  production  in  May-July  I962.    This  shortage  of  steer  beef  was  accompanied 
by  sharply  higher  prices  for  fed  steers.    Choice  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands 
at  Omaha  rose  to  $28.11  per  hundredweight  in  October  from  $24.56  in  June. 

Another  aspect  of  the  lighter  dressed  weights  in  I962  was  a  shortage 
of  heavy  steer  beef.    This  was  reflected  in  a  widening  of  the  margin  between 
Prime  and  Choice  cattle;  heavy-weight  cattle  also  brought  a  higher  price  than 
lighter-weight  cattle  within  the  same  grade.    In  July  and  August  I96I,  Choice 
steers  at  Chicago  brought  within  70  cents  per  hundredweight  of  Prime  steers. 
However,  in  I962,  the  narrowest  margin  was  $lo40  per  hundredweight  and  most  of 
the  year  Prime  steers  brought  over  $2  above  Choice  steers .    Also,  1, 100-1, 300- 
pound  Choice  steers  commanded  a  higher  price  than  900-1,100-pound  Choice  steers 
throughout  most  of  I962.    The  reverse  was  true  in  I96I. 
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Table 


7- — Number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  January  1, 
calf  crop,  nvimber  slaughtered  and  imports. 
United  States,  I955  to  date  l/ 


Year 

:     Number  on  farms 
:          January  1 

•  Calf 
crop 

Imports 

\         Number  slaughtered 

•  Cattle 

•  and 

:  calves 

Cows  : 

Cattle 

•  Calves 

:  Total 

:      1,000           1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000  1,000 
:      head           head          head          head          head          head  head 

1955 
1956 

1957 
1958 

1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 


96,592 
95,900 
92,860 
91,176 
93,322 
96,236 

97,319 
2/99,500 


49,121 
i+8,283 
46,859 
45,430 
45,244 
45,871 
46,370 
47,326 


42,112 
41,376 
39,905 
38,860 
38,938 
39,353 
39,911 
40,542 


314 

159 
728 
1,152 
709 
663 
1,043 
2/900 


26,588 

27,755 
27,068 
24,368 
23,722 
26,026 
26,462 
3/26,900 


12,864 
12,999 
12,353 
9,738 
8,072 
8,611 
8,086 
3/7,900 


39,452 
40,754 
39,421 
34,106 
31,794 
34,637 
34,548 
3/34,800 


1/  The  data  for  slaughter  for  I962  are  revised  from  the  figures  published 
in  the  November  situation.      2/  Preliminary.      3/  Partly  forecast. 

Average  Dressed  Weights 
Rise  in  Fall 


The  trend  toward  lighter  average  dressed  weights  was  reversed  in  Octo- 
ber.   The  average  dressed  weight  of  all  cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  in- 
spection in  mid-October  was  569  pounds  per  head — down  25  pounds  from  the 
594-pound  average  a  year  earlier.    By  late  December,  the  average  weight  in- 
creased to  590  pounds,  almost  to  the  year-earlier  level  of  597.    The  average 
liveweight  of  all  grades  of  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at  Chicago  increased 
from  l,ll4  pounds  in  early-October  to  l,l60  during  the  week  ended  December  29. 


The  increase  in  average  dressed  weight  also  was  accompanied  by  some 
decline  in  the  price  for  fed  steers.    Choice  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at 
Chicago  decreased  to  $28.68  by  the  end  of  December  from  $30.47  in  late  November. 


Little  Relationship  Shown 
Between  Cow  and  Steer  Prices 

Cow  beef  and  fed  steer  beef  are  almost  entirely  different  products  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  consumer.    There  was  strength  in  fed  cattle  prices  but 
not  in  prices  for  slaughter  cows  last  summer.    At  the  time  when  Choice  steer 
prices  moved  up  sharply,  cow  prices  weakened.    Utility-grade  slaughter  cows 
averaged  $16.04  per  hundredweight  at  Omaha  in  June  compared  with  an  average 
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Table    8.--  Number  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  under 
Federal  inspection,  by  class,  United  States, 
by  months,  I96I  compared  vith  I962 


Month 


Steers 


Heifers 


Cows 


Calves 


1961 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  1962 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

Januaiy 

868 

999 

370 

383 

372 

383 

k2T 

k<^k 

February 

788 

870 

336 

310 

29^1- 

21k 

385 

362 

March 

901 

991 

389 

3h6 

31^ 

297 

1+57 

i+6l 

April 

856 

92k 

339 

307 

285 

27k 

378 

383 

May 

l,0ii2 

1,063 

389 

350 

296 

330 

381 

398 

June  : 

1,057 

1,065 

380 

337 

325 

295 

361+ 

3^2 

July  : 

978 

1,031 

327 

358 

299 

353 

3kl 

367 

August 

1,039 

1,012 

391 

hl3 

350 

k21 

k21 

k3k 

September 

9kk 

847 

kl6 

kl9 

331 

371 

1+56 

k2k 

October 

952 

936 

U23 

k69 

k22 

kl3 

511 

517 

November  : 

862 

8i^l 

385 

3Sh 

kl9 

kk3 

i+69 

1+56 

December 

877 

373 

326 

1+16 

Total  1/ 

ll,l6i^. 

i^,521 

if, 033 

5,005 

1/  Computed  from  unrounded  numbers 


Table    9. --Average  dressed  weight  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered 
under  Federal  inspection,  by  class.  United  States 
by  months,  I96I  compared  with  I962 


Month 


Steers 


Heifers 


Cows 


Calves 


:  1961 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  1962 

:  1961 

:  1962 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

January 

671 

6^k 

566 

557 

511 

509 

115 

115 

February 

665 

660 

565 

558 

510 

510 

115 

111+ 

March 

668 

653 

562 

'^kS 

517 

517 

112 

106 

April 

665 

650 

567 

550 

511 

51^ 

118 

116 

May 

666 

658 

556 

550 

U96 

51^ 

128 

125 

June 

671+ 

657 

51+8 

5i+6 

500 

1+99 

132 

130 

July 

675 

6k6 

^kk 

532 

1+91 

U87 

131 

127 

August 

661 

639 

538 

527 

kQk 

kS3 

125 

120 

September 

66k 

628 

5^3 

53^ 

k9k 

1+78 

111+ 

112 

October 

660 

633 

556 

5^9 

k86 

1+83 

112 

113 

November 

662 

575 

k91 

112 

December 

666 

572 

502 

105 

Total  1/ 

7,998 

6,691 

5,998 

1,419 

1/  Computed  from  unround  numbers. 
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of  $2^1- ,56  for  Choice  steers.    However,  in  November,  when  the  price  of  Choice 
steers  reached  $28.76,  the  highest  for  the  year  at  Omaha,  Utility  cows  were 
able  to  command  only  an  average  of  $lk,Q^.    Although  increased  imports  of  pro- 
cessing beef  last  summer  probably  had  some  influence  on  cow  prices,  the  widen- 
ing of  the  spread  between  steer  and  cow  prices  indicates  limited  consumer  sub- 
stitution between  cow  and  steer  beef. 

Prices  last  summer  also  indicated  that  heifer  beef  is  not  substitued  as 
readily  for  steer  beef,  when  it  is  relatively  scarce.    Choice  heifers  at  7  pub- 
lic markets  averaged  $2if.62  per  hundredweight  in  June  compared  with  an  average 
of  $24.88  for  Choice  steers.    During  the  first  half  of  1962,  steer  slaughter 
under  Federal  inspection  exceeded  year-earlier  slaughter  by  7  percent,  but 
heifer  slaughter  was  down  8  percent.    During  the  summer  and  early  fall,  heifer 
beef  production  exceeded  production  in  the  same  period  of  I96I,  but  steer  beef 
production  lagged  far  behind  I96I  production.    While  the  average  price  for 
Choice  steers  rose  to  $29.36  per  hundredweight  in  November,  the  average  price 
for  Choice  heifers  rose  only  to  $27.83.    Therefore,  the  spread  widened  from 
26  cents  per  hundredweight  in  June  to  $1.53  in  November. 


SLAUGHTER  CATTLE  PRICES  AT  OMAHA 


1961  1962 

^CHOICE  STEERS  AND  HEIFERS  SOLD  OUT  OF  FIRST  HANDS.  ^UTILITY  COWS. 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  ERS  1665-  62  (  12)     ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
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Large  Supplies  of  Fed  Beef 

in  Prospect  for  First  Half  of  I963 

Based  on  marketing  intentions  of  feedlot  operators  on  last  October  1, 
about  17  percent  more  cattle  were  carried  from  the  October  1^  inventory  into 
the  January  1^  19^3 ,  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  than  a  year  earlier.    In  addi- 
tion to  this  larger  carryover,  the  nmber  of  cattle  placed  on  feed  diiring  the 
fourth  quarter  of  I962  likely  exceeded  the  number  placed  on  feed  during  the 
fourth  quarter  of  I96I.    Shipments  of  feeder  cattle  and  calves  into  8  Corn  Belt 
States  during  October  and  November  I962  were  up  20  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

Placements  of  cattle  on  feed  in  California  in  November  exceeded  market- 
ings for  the  ninth  consecutive  month.    The  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  in 
California  exceeded  1  million  head  for  the  first  time  of  record  on  December  1, 
1962.    Similarly,  November  placements  in  Arizona  and  Colorado  exceeded  market- 
ings resulting  in  increases  in  the  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  in  these  impor- 
tant feeding  States.    The  3  State  total  (California,  Colorado,  and  Arizona)  of 
cattle  on  feed  December  1  was  1,89^,000  head,  up  25  percent  from  the  1,516,000 
head  on  feed  December  1,  I96I.    The  increase  over  a  year  earlier  in  placements  of 
cattle  on  feed  in  October  and  November  in  these  3  States  was  sufficient  to  give 
a  10-percent  increase  in  the  January  1  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  in  26  States 
even  if  the  other  23  States  placed  only  the  same  number  on  feed  dtiring  the  fourth 
quarter  of  I962  as  a  year  before. 


STEER  BEEF  PRODUCTION  UNDER 
FEDERAL  INSPECTION 


JAN.  APR.  JULY  OCT. 
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Total  marketings  of  fed  cattle  from  feedlots  in  26  States  in  the  first 
half  of  i960,  1961,  and  I962  vere  equal  to  89.9;,  89.6,  and  89.8  percent,  re- 
spectively, of  the  year-beginning  inventory  of  cattle  on  feed  in  those  States . 
Therefore,  a  10-percent  increase  in  the  January  1,  1963^  inventory  of  cattle 
on  feed  vould  mean  almost  a  9  percent  increase  in  marketings  during  the  first 
half  of  this  year. 

Dock  Strike  Might  Strengthen 
Slaughter  Gov  Market 

Longshoreman  serving  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coast  ports  went  on  strike 
December  23.     If  this  strike  is  prolonged,  prices  for  slaughter  cows  likely 
\T±11  strengthen.    Approximately  75  percent  of  the  meat  imported  from  Australia 
in  September  and  October  came  into  the  United  States  through  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
Coast  ports.    Consequently,  if  these  ports  are  closed  to  all  shipping  by  the 
strike,  then  meat  imported  can  enter  only  through  West  Coast  ports.    This  would 
mean  additional  transportation  costs  to  users  of  this  meat  in  the  East.  Com- 
petition for  domes tic ally -produced  cow  beef  likely  would  result  in  higher 
prices  for  slaughter  cows. 

SHEEP  MD  LAIviBS 

Sheep  and  Lamb  Slaughter 
Down  2  Percent  in  1962 

Total  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  under  Federal  inspection  during  I962 
is  estimated  at  about  2  percent  less  than  slaughter  in  I96I.      VJhile  slaughter 
of  lambs  was  almost  3  percent  less  than  in  1961,  sheep  slaughter  averaged  about 
6  percent  greater.    This  sheep  slaughter  likely  -VTill  be  reflected  in  a  substan- 
tial decline  in  this  year's  beginning  inventory  of  sheep  and  lambs  and  also  \j±ll 
result  in  a  decline  in  the  I963  lamb  crop  relative  to  last  year's  lamb  crop. 

The  reduction  in  sheep  n\imbers  that  has  been  in  progress  for  the  past 
3  years  may  be  slowed  or  even  halted  this  year.    Last  mnter  a  large  number  of 
lambs  from  the  stock  sheep  inventory  were  sold  for  slaughter.    This  pushed 
total  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  the  first  quarter  of  I962,  2  percent  above 
slaughter  in  the  same  quarter  a  year  earlier.    A  similar  situation  is  not  ex- 
pected to  occur  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year.     Farm  prices  for  lambs 
during  January -March  this  year  probably  -vTill  average  about  $2  above  those  a 
year  earlier.     In  mid -December,  the  average  farm  price  for  lambs  \Tas  $17.90  per 
hundredweight — $2.^0  above  a  year  ago.  Winter  forage  supplies  appear  to  be 
adequate  and  a  larger  proportion  of  ewe  lambs  from  the  stock  sheep  inventory  are 
expected  to  be  held  for  flock  replacement. 

Lamb  Prices  Up 

Choice  slaughter  lambs  at  Denver  averaged  about  $19.70  per  hundredweight 
last  month,  up  $3.06  from  the  year-earlier  average  of  $l6.6k.    Slaughter  lamb 
prices  are  expected  to  continue  to  average  considerably  above  year-earlier 
prices  in  January -March  this  year- -primarily  because  of  reduced  supplies  of 
lamb.    First-quarter  slaughter  supplies  come  mainly  from  the  year -beginning 
inventory  of  lambs  on  feed.    Estimated  commercial  lamb  and  yearling  slaughter 
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for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  normally  averages  ahout  85  percent  of  the 
January  1  inventory  of  lambs  on  feed.    A  smaller  year-heginning  inventory  of 
lambs  on  feed  and  fewr  lambs  slaughtered  out  of  the  stock  sheep  inventory  are 
expected  to  result  in  a  first-quarter  slaughter  this  year  substantially  under 
that  a  year  earlier. 

The  1962  lamb  crop  was  k  percent  smaller  than  the  I961  lamb  crop,  T-Tith 
the  greatest  decrease  in  the  late  lamb  crop.    Furthenaore ,  favorable  grazing 
conditions  last  summer  resulted  in  a  larger  proportion  of  the  1962  lamb  crop 
going  to  slaughter  before  the  end  of  the  year.    Slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs 
under  Federal  inspection  this  past  September,  October,  and  November  was  -1,  +U, 
and  0  percent,  respectively,  of  the  corresponding  month  in  1961.  However, 
because  of  an  additional  slaughtering  day  in  October  19^2,  the  slaughter  rate 
in  this  month  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    Therefore,  with  slaughter 
during  the  late  summer  and  fall  period  equal  to  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  the 
lamb  crop  d.o\m  somewhat  more  than  h  percent,  fewer  lambs  were  available  to 
carry  into  the  Januaiy  1  sheep  and  lamb  inventory — either  as  lambs  on  feed  or 
in  the  stock  sheep  inventory. 

The  number  of  lambs  on  feed  in  7  lamb -feeding  States  November  1,  19^2, 
VTas  down  k  percent  from  the  preceding  year's  inventory.    The  greatest  reduction 
was  in  the  number  of  lambs  on  feed  weighing  less  than  80  pounds.  Placements 
of  lambs  on  feed  in  November  and  December  likely  were  down  from  a  year  earlier. 
Inshipments  of  stocker  and  feeder  sheep  and  lambs  in  8  North  Central  States 
last  November  were  k  percent  under  such  shipments  in  1961. 


LAMBS:  ON  FEED  AND  SLAUGHTER 


3.5  4.6  4.5  5.0 

ON  FEED^(mil.  head) 

^COUUERCIAL  LAMB  AND  YEARLING  SLAUGHTER,  JAN. -MAR.  (ESTIMATED  FROM  FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER) 
^LAMBS  ON  FEED  JAN.   1  1962  DATA  ARE  PRELIMINARY 

\ 
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The  outlook  also  looks  brighter  for  the  balance  of  1963  than  has  been 
the  case  during  the  past  3  years.    A  smaller  lajnb  crop  is  in  prospect  for  1963, 
and  if  the  liquidation  of  sheep  numbers  ends,  sheep  and  lajnb  slaughter  through- 
out the  balance  of  1963  likely  will  be  down  from  last  year. 

Byproduct  Prices 
Higher  in  1962 

Byproducts  from  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  make  up  only  a  small  proportion 
of  total  animal  byproducts,  but  they  represent  a  significant  value  to  the  sheep 
industry.    An  estimated  12-22  percent  of  a  packer's  gross  receipts  from  lambs 
come  from  byproducts. 

Prices  of  full  wool  dry  pelts  held  fairly  steady  during  1962.  There 
was  a  low  of  20  cents  per  pound  at  Chicago  during  March  and  April  and  a  high  of 
22^  cents  in  October.    Prices  were  generally  about  10  percent  higher  than  in 
19d1  throughout  the  year,  and  this  difference  -^^as  maintained  up  to  the  year's 
end. 

Prices  of  number  1  shearlings  rose  early  in  the  year  and  were  $1.85  in 
June  compared  with  $.6o  in  June  of  I961.    These  prices  remained  almost  steady 
at  the  midyear  level  through  December,  but  the  margin  over  a  year  earlier  narrowed 
because  of  a  slight  improvement  in  prices  during  the  last  half  of  1961. 

Picld.ed  skin  prices  were  about  5  percent  higher  this  past  December  than 
a  year  earlier,  although  they  were  lower  during  some  months  of  1962. 

Both  edible  and  inedible  tallow  prices  were  higher  at  the  end  of  the 
year  than  in  19^1,  and  they  are  likely  to  remain  near  current  levels  through 
the  first  half  of  this  year. 

The  price  of  grease.  Grade  A  White  at  Chicago,  was  slightly  under  a 
year  ago  during  November  and  December,  -^vhile  Degras  grease,  grease  removed 
from  wool,  has  held  steady  throughout  the  past  2  years.    Most  other  byproducts, 
such  as  sheep  casings,  unground  blood,  dry  rendered  tankage,  and  packinghouse 
feeds,  were  all  priced  above  a  year  earlier  in  December  at  Chicago. 

While  some  byproduct  items  may  be  priced  above  year-ago  levels  during 
the  first  half  of  1963,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  new  strength  mil  be  felt  for 
live  animal  prices  from  sheep  and  lamb  byproduct  values  during  this  period. 

USDA  Meat  Purchases 

On  November  15  purchases  cf  canned  pork  for  schools  participating  in  the 
National  School  Lunch  Program  were  terminated.    A  total  of  $10.1  million  "v/as 
spent  for  18.3  million  pounds  since  the  program  started  September  27,  I962.  The 
amount  purchased  represents  about  6.6  servings  per  child  for  15  million  chil- 
dren who  take  part  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program. 

As  of  January       USDA  had  purchased  68.1  million  poimds  of  canned  chopped 
meat — consisting  primarily  of  pork — for  distribution  to  needy  families  at  a  cost 
of  $27.7  million  since  the  program  began  last  Au^st  30. 
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HIDE  OUTLOOK  FOR  I963 

By  John  W.  Thompson 

Marketing  Economics  Division,  ERS 

Total  cattle  slaughter  in  19^3  is  expected  to  result  in  production  of 
ahout  28  million  hides.    This  would  be  an  increase  of  3«^  percent  over  total 
slaughter  in  I962    (table  10) .    About  1  million  head  are  farm- slaughtered 
annually,,  and  most  of  these  hides  are  made  into  leather.    Most  of  the  increase 
in  total  cattle  slaughter  during  19^3  is  expected  to  be  made  up  of  cows  and 
steers,  with  heifer  slaughter  increasing  only  slightly. 

On  the  demand  side,  1962  was  a  good  year  for  leather  consumption. 
Leather  shoe  production,  which  accounts  for  about  85  percent  of  all  leather 
consumed,  was  up  5  percent,  while  other  leather  uses  remained  about  the  same 
or  declined  slightly.    However,  the  increased  leather  consumption  was  not  off- 
set by  a  similar  increase  in  leather  production,  thus  inventories  of  finished 
leather  were  reduced  considerably. 

Traditionally,  Argentina  and  the  United  States  have  accounted  for  about 
60  percent  of  the  world  cattle  hide  trade.    During  19^2,  Argentina  hide  exports 
increased  by  almost  50  percent,  from  9  million  pieces  in  I961  to  an  estimated 
13.5  million  in  I962.    Ordinarily,  this  large  increase  in  exports  from  Argen- 
tina would  have  a  serious  effect  on  U.  S.  hide  exports  and  world  hide  prices. 
However,  demand  for  most  of  the  Argentina  hide  exports  was  strong  in  Iron 
Curtain  countries,  where  an  apparent  leather  shortage  exists. 

Midway  in  1962  the  export  market  for  U.  S.  hides  looked  poor.  Hide 
exports  the  first  6  months  of  1962  ran  about  12  percent  behind  the  ^.5  million 
pieces  exported  in  the  first  6  months  of  I961.    After  July  I962,  domestic  hide 
exports  picked  up,  mainly  as  a  result  of  the  increased  demand  from  the  Neth- 
erlands, USSR,  and  other  European  nations.    It  now  appears  that  hide  exports 
in  1962  were  about  T ,2  million  pieces  only  ^00,000  less  than  the  record  T ,6 
million  exported  in  I961.    With  I962  slaughter  up  by  600,000  head  and  i]-00,000 
less  hides  exported  than  in  19^1^  raw  stock  inventories  held  by  packers,  dealers 
and  in  tanner's  beam  houses  presumably  are  up  by  ^^--5  percent  or  about  1  million 
pieces  over  January  I962. 

Cattle  slaughter  in  the  Argentine  was  up  sharply  in  I962  and  resulted  in 
depletion  of  herds.    Therefore,  it  appears  likely  that  Argentine  slaughter  this 
year  will  be  curtailed  as  herd  rebuilding  gets  underway.    Consequently,  Argentine 
hide  exports  are  expected  to  decline  to  the  i960  level  of  about  7  million  pieces 
or  lower. 
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Domestic  leather  shoe  production  is  not  expected  to  rise  hy  an  appre- 
ciable amount  during  I963.    Other  leather  products,  along  with  shoes,  will 
continue  to  be  confronted  with  new  and  improved  nonleather  substitues.  Thus, 
domestic  demand  for  cattle  hides  should  remain  about  the  same  in  I963  as  in 
1962.    The  increases  of  about  k  percent  in  raw  stock  inventories  carried  into 
1963  can  replace  reductions  in  finished  leather  inventories  apparently  depleted 
by  about  h  percent  in  I962. 

In  the  absence  of  large  exports  of  hides  from  Argentina  opportunities 
for  exporting  U.  S.  hides  in  I963  seem  favorable.    It  appears  that  hide  in- 
ventories of  importing  countries  are  up  at  present,  but  European  consumption 
may  continue  to  increase,  especially  with  favorable  prices.    Total  cattle  hide 
exports  in  I963  may  reach  8.4  million  pieces,  1.2  million  more  than  in  I962. 
Hide  prices  are  expected  to  remain  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  I962  and  fol- 
low last  year's  pattern  of  lower  prices  during  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
with  prices  increasing  during  the  second  half. 

Total  calf  slaughter  was  approximately  7.8  million  head  (preliminary) 
in  1962  and  is  expected  to  drop  slightly  in  I963  due  to  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  dairy  cows  and  a  continued  strong  demand  for  feeder  cattle  and  calves. 
Total  demand  for  calfskins  is  expected  to  remain  strong  this  year,  and  prices 
may  rise  a  few  cents  a  pound  over  the  average  of  60  cents  a  pound  for  calf  and 
45  cents  a  pound  for  kip  in  I962. 


Table  10. — Number  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered,  prices  of  heavy  native 
steer  and  calfskins  and  exports,  1955  to  date 


:  Number 

:      slaughtered  l/ 

•Price  per  pound  Chicago* 

Exports 

Year 

:  Cattle 

:  Calves 

:  Heavy 
:  native 
:  steers 

:  Calfskins  : 

Hides  : 

Calf 
and 
kip 

.  1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

Cents 

Cents 

1,000 
pieces 

1,000 
pieces 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 

1962  2/ 

1963  3/ 

\  26, ^QQ 

•  27,755 
27,068 
24,368 
23, 722 

•  26,026 
26,462 
27,056 
28,000 

12,864 
12,999 
12,353 
9,738 
8,072 
8,611 
8,086 
7,825 
7,800 

12.4 
12.4 
11.0 
11.4 
19.2 
13.7 
14.9 
15.3 
15.0 

44.4 
48.7 
47.9 
49.3 
64.9 
55.6 
62.2 
60.8 
62.0 

5,852 
4,940 
6,517 
5,398 
4,096 
6,889 
7,639 
7,250 
8,400 

3,579 
3,106 
3,296 
3,069 
1,897 
2,129 
2, 548 
2,350 
2,400 

1/    Includes  farm  slaughter. 
2/  Preliminary. 
3/  Forecast. 
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SELECTED  DATA  ON  THE  SIZE  OF  HOG  OPERATIONS 
ON  FARMS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  l/ 

by  Duane  Hacklander  and  Raymond  0.  Gaarder 
Marketing  Economics  Division,  ERS 


SUMMARY 


Measured  either  by  number  of  sows  farrowing  or  number  of  hogs  sold,  hog 
farms  2/  are  becoming  larger.    The  proportion  of  hog  farms  with  10  or  more 
litters  farrowed  increased  from  29  percent  in  195^  to  35  percent  in  1959.  The 
average  number  of  hogs  sold  per  hog  farm  increased  about  60  percent  between 
195^  and  1959. 

Eighty  percent  of  all  hog  production  in  1959        in  the  North  Central 
Region.    In  1959>  only  11  percent  of  the  hog  farms  in  that  region  sold  less 
than  10  hogs.    In  the  other  regions  of  the  U.  S.,  around  35  percent  of  the  hog 
farms  sold  less  than  10  hogs. 

Hog  Units  Larger  Now 

Since  195^ ^  larger  hog  farms  have  become  more  predominant.    About  35 
percent  of  all  hog  fams  farrowed  10  or  more  litters  in  1959  compared  with  29 
percent  in  195^  (table  11) . 

Comparable  data  are  not  availabl'^  for  195^^  "but  in  1959  about  I6  percent 
of  the  hog  farms  farrowed  20  or  more  litters,  k  percent  over  39  litters,  and  1 
percent  TO  or  more  litters. 

For  both  spring  and  faiLl,  the  average  number  of  sows  farrowing  per  farm 
increased  by  one  from  195^  to  1959  (table  11) . 

Fall  Farrowings  Increasing 

In  total  yearly  production,  fall  farrowings  have  become  increasingly 
important.    Fall  farrowings  increased  from  39  percent  of  total  farrowings  in 
195^  to  kk  percent  in  1959- 

Yearly  Average  Number  of  Hogs  Sold  Per  Hog  Farm 

Hog  producers  in  the  k-Q  contiguous  States,  on  the  average,  sold  32  hogs 
in  19kk  and  3I  hogs  in  19^9  (table  12)  •    In  195^,  the  number  sold  increased  to 
kO  and  by  I959  had  jumped  to  6i^, 


1/  Most  of  the  data  came  from  the  193^  and  1959  Censuses  of  Agriculure  (ex- 
cludes Alaska  and  Hawaii).    An  article  in  the  September  1958  Livestock  and 
Meat  Situation,  LMS-98,  compared  similar  data  for  19k9  and  1955^ 


2/  Any  farm  reporting  hogs  or  pigs  sold. 
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Table  11 — Percentage  of  farrowings  on  farms  vith  I-9  and  10  or  more  litters, 
average  nijmber,  and  percentage  of  farrowings  in  the  spring  and  fall 
on  hog  farms  in  195^  and  1959  (excludes  Alaska  and  Hawaii) 


Year 

Percentage  of  all 
farms  having 
farrowings 

Average  number  of 
farrowings 
on  hog  farms  in 

Percentage  of  total 
farrowings 
on  hog  farms  in 

1-9  : 

10 
or  more 

Spring 

;  Fall 

.  Spring 

;  Fall 

Percent 

Percent 

Number 

Number 

Percent 

Percent 

195^^  1/ 

71 

29 

7 

5 

61 

39 

1959  2/ 

65 

1/35 

8 

6 

56 

kk 

1/  Census  of  Agriculture,  195^ ^  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census, 
Vol.  II,  General  Report  p.  512. 

2/  Census  of  Agriculture,  1959 ^  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census, 
Vol.  II,  General  Report,  p.  553. 

3/  Breaks  down  into:    I9  percent  farrowing  IO-I9  litters,  12  percent  20-39 
litters,  3  percent  ^0-69  litters,  and  1  percent  70  or  more  litters.  (Similar 
data  for  195^  are  not  available) 


The  average  number  of  hogs  sold  per  farm  differs  by  regions.    In  the 
Northeast,  hog  producers  sold  an  average  of  17  head  per  farm  in  19^^  and 
38  head  in  1959*    In  the  North  Central  Region,  the  area  of  concentrated  hog 
production,  annual  sales  were  U3  head  per  farm  in  19^^  and  89  head  in  1959- 

In  the  South,  hog  farmers  sold  an  annual  average  of  15  hogs  in  19^^ , 
but  the  average  increased  to  27  in  1959.    Practically  all  the  increase  occurred 
between  the  I95U  and  1959  censuses. 

Hog  farms  in  the  West  averaged  a  little  larger  than  in  the  South,  but 
smaller  than  those  in  the  Com  Belt.    The  average  Western  operation  sold 
29  hogs  in  19kk  and  ^5  in  1959. 
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Table  12. — Hog  production  and  average  number  of  hogs  sold  per  farm,  by  regions 

19kk,  1914-9,  1954,  and  1959 


[Percentage  of 

Average  number  sold  per  farm  2/ 

•    U.  S.  hog 

Region 

19kk 

ircx  ccniiage 

'  (live weight) 

increase 

1959  1/ 

1944  to  1959; 

1954  to  1959 

Percent 

Number 

Number 

Niomber 

Number 

Percent 

Percent 

Mrs  "1"+  Vi    n  Q  + 

1.4 

1  7 

18 

25 

38 

124 

iWC  W  XLii.J.g,Xa.iiU. 

.2 

16 

21 

38 

76 

375 

1  no 

MT/-1r11<=  A'l"Tcin'f""ir> 
l"iJ.U.U.XC    i-i  LfXctJU  UJ-(- 

1  7 
J- 1 

p4 

North  Central 

79.7 

h3 

46 

57 

89 

107 

56 

'Rflc;t  Nnr th  flpntral 

^1.9 

hi 

43 

55 

90 

120 

64 

49 

58 

89 

98 

South 

16.8 

15 

•i-J 

±0 

on 

ou 

69 

South  Atlantic 

7.0 

16 

14 

17 

27 

69 

59 

East  South  Central 

6.5 

15 

14 

16 

27 

80 

69 

West  South  Central 

3.3 

14 

13 

14 

25 

79 

79 

West 

2.1 

29 

24 

29 

45 

55 

55 

Mountain 

1.1  : 

25 

20 

21 

37 

48 

76 

Pacific  3/  : 

1.0 

37 

31 

42 

55 

49 

31 

United  States  3/  ; 

 T-7  rTV/_-"i               -,  _  T 

100.0 

32 

31 

40 

64 

100 

60 

'^•r^\   ■■ 

T7    "Meat  Animals,  Farm  Production,  Disposition'  and  Income,  By  States,  1955-59' 


USDA,  SRS,  Stat.  Bui.  284,  May  I96I,  p.  27. 

2/    Census  of  Agriculture    1954  and  1959>  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census, 
Vol.  II,  General  Report,  p.  509  (1954)  and  p.  548  (1959). 
3/    Excludes  Alaska  and  Hawaii. 


Farms  Classified  by  Number  of  Pigs  Sold 

In  1959,  10  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  Census  sample  reporting  hog  sales 
sold  fever  than  5  hogs  compared  with  I6  percent  5  years  earlier  (table  I3) . 
About  40  percent  of  the  farms  sold  fewer  than  20  hogs  in  1959>  while  52  percent 
were  in  that  size  class  in  1954.    One-fifth  of  the  farms  sold  100  or  more  hogs 
in  1959.    Only  about  one-half  that  proportion  sold  100  or  more  hogs  in  195^' 

About  12  percent  of  the  hog  farms  in  the  North  Central  Region  sold  over 
200  hogs.  The  other  regions  had  only  about  3  percent  of  the  hog  farms  selling 
over  200  hogs. 

In  the  North  Central  Region,  the  percent  of  hog  farms  selling  fewer  than 
100  hogs  decreased  from  83  percent  in  195^  to  69  percent  in  1959  ( table  l^l-).  In 
the  other  3  regions,  over  90  percent  of  the  hog  farms  had  annual  sales  of  fewer 
than  100  hogs  in  1959- 


LMS-128 


-  25  - 


JANUARY  1963 


Table  13. --Cumulative  percentage  distribution  of  hog  farms,  by  number  of  hogs  sold, 
by  regions,  1959  and  for  the  U.  S.,  195^^ 


Percentage 
of  U.  S. 

hog 
production 
(liveweight) , 
1959 

Percentage  of  farms  selling  less  than 

Region 

5 

hogs 

10 

hogs 

:  20 

;  hogs 

1+0 
hogs 

100 
hogs 

•  200 
;  hogs 

500 
hogs 

;  1000 

;  hogs 

Percent 

Percent 

p6rcen"b 

Percent 

Percent 

Northeast 
New  England 
Middle  Atlantic 

1.4 
.2 
1.2 

21 
30 
20 

37 
i^5 
36 

62 
59 
63 

81 
73 
82 

9k 
86 
9h 

97 
91 
98 

99 
97 
99 

100 

99 

100 

North  Central 

East  North  Central 
West  North  Central 

79.T 
31.9 
1^7.8 

5 
5 
k 

11 
12 
10 

23 
26 
21 

kl 
i^5 
38 

69 
72 
68 

88 
88 
89 

99 
98 
99 

100 
100 
100 

South 

South  Atlantic 
East  South  Central 
West  South  Central 

16.8 
7.0 
6.5 
3.3 

16 
16 
16 
18 

37 
36 
36 
39 

6k 
63 
63 
68 

83 
82 
82 
85 

95 
95 
95 
96 

99 
99 
99 
99 

100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 

West 

Mountain 
Pacific  1/ 

2.1 
1.1 
1.0 

18 
15 
22 

35 
32 
39 

57 
55 
59 

75 
76 
Ik 

91 
92 
89 

97 
98 
95 

99 
99 
99 

100 
100 
99 

United  States  l/ 
United  States,  195^  2/ 

100.0 

10 
16 

22 
33 

1^0 
52 

58 
70 

oO 
89 

93 
97 

99 

N.A. 

100 
N.A. 

Computed  from  Census  of  Agriculture,  1959^  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Comm.,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Vol.  II,  General  Report, 
Pages  55^-555. 


1/    Excludes  Alaska  and  Hawaii. 

2/    19514-  data  from  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation,  LMS-98,  September  I958. 


Table  1I+.- -Comparisons  of  cumulative  percentage  distribution  of  hog  farms  selling  less  than 
20  and  100  hogs,  by  regions,  for  I95U  and  1959 


Region 

Percentage  of 
U.  S.  hog 

production 
(liveweight) 

Percentage  of  farms 
20  hogs  ; 

selling  le 

ss  than 
100  hogs 

1954  1/ 

;     1959  2/ 

1954  3/ 

;    1959  y  ; 

195i+  3/ 

;    1959  it/ 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Northeast 

1.8 

1.1+ 

73 

62 

97 

9h 

New  England 

•  3 

.2 

73 

59 

93 

86 

Middle  Atlantic 

1.5 

1.2 

73 

63 

98 

94 

North  Central 

80.7 

79.7 

3h 

23 

83 

69 

East  North  Central 

31.5 

31.9 

38 

26 

81+ 

72 

West  North  Central 

1+9.2 

1+7.8 

31 

21 

82 

68 

South 

15.5 

16.8 

78 

61+ 

98 

95 

South  Atlaintic 

6.8 

7.0 

75 

63 

98 

95 

East  South  Central 

5.5 

6.5 

79 

63 

98 

95 

West  South  Central 

3.2 

3.3 

83 

68 

99 

96 

West 

2.0 

2.1 

71 

57 

96 

91 

Mountain 

1.0 

1.1 

73 

55 

97 

92 

Pacific 

1.0 

1.0 

69 

59 

93 

89 

United  States 

100.0 

100.0 

52 

1+0 

89 

80 

1/  "Meat  Animals,  Farm  Production,  Disposition,  and  Income,  I95O-5I+",  USDA,  AMS,  Stat.  Bui.  I8I+,  J\me  I956,  p.  25. 


2/  See  table  12. 

3/  Computed  from  Census  of  Agriculture,  1951+,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Comm.,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Vol.  II,  General  Report, 
p.  505.     (Data  based  on  reports  for  only  a  sample  of  farms.) 

k/  See  table  I3, 
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Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  July  I962  to  date 


JANUAEY  1963 


Commercially  produced 

Total  2/ 

Supply 

Distribution 

:  Civilian 

M6£L'b  ELTld 

period 

Produc- 
tion 

:  Begin- 

Exports 

Ending  ] 
stocks  , 

Civilian 
consumption 

Produc- 

: consumption 

:  ning 
:  stocks 

Imports 

and 
shipments 

Military  : 

Total 

;  Per 
person  1/ 

tion 

=  Total 

:            :  person 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 

lb.  Lb. 

Beef: 

July 

August 

September 

1,28U 
1,3^1+ 
1,195 

123 
122 
137 

Ill 
172 
15^^ 

3 
5 
5 

122 
137 
li+5 

35 
32 
26 

1,358 
1,1+61+ 
1,310 

7.1+ 
8.0 
7.1 

3rd  quarter 

3,823 

123 

1+37 

13 

11^5 

93 

k,132 

22.6 

3/  22.1+ 

October 

November 

December 

1,358 
1,209 

IU5 
150 

129 
129 

3 

150 

30 

1,1+1+9 

7.9 

^th  quarter 

Veal: 

July 

August 

September 

T6 
86 
81 

7 
6 
6 

1 
1 

2 

? 

6 
6 
6 

1+ 
3 
3 

Ih 
81+ 

80 

.1+ 
.5 

.1+ 

3rd  quarter 

214-3 

7 

1+ 

6 

10 

23B 

1.3 

3/  1.3 

Ocbobsr 

November 

December 

93 
79 

6 
7 

1+ 

5 

^/ 
y 

7 

3 

93 

.5 

Uth  q\iarter 

Lamb  and 
mutton: 

July 

August 

September 

62 
66 
67 

15 
12 

12 

7 
12 
7 

IT/ 

12 
12 

10 

1 

72 
78 
76 

.1+ 
.1+ 
.1+ 

3rd  quarter 

195 

15 

26 

10 

y 

226 

1.2 

3/  1.2 

October 

November 

December 

77 
65 

10 

10 

6 

10 

10 

y 
y 

83 

.5 

kth  q\aarter 

Pork: 

July 

August 

September 

796 
866 
785 

295 
231+ 
182 

18 
17 
15 

11 
12 
9 

23I+ 
182 
139 

18 
17 
16 

81+6 
906 
818 

1+.6 

3rd  quarter 

2,kkl 

295 

50 

32 

139 

51 

2,570 

11+. 0 

3/  13.7 

October 

November 

December 

1,080 
1,01+8 

139 
161 

20 
17 

8 

161 

17 

1,053 

5.7 

i+th  q-uarter 

All  meat: 

July 

August 
September 

2,218 
2,362 
2,128 

hho 
37k 
337 

137 

202 
178 

11+ 
17 
11+ 

371+ 

337 

300 

57 
52 

k3 

2,350 
2,532 

2,281+ 

12.8 

13.8 

12.5 

3rd  quarter 

6,708 

kho 

517 

^5 

30G 

7;  166 

39.1 

3/  38.6 

October 

November 

December 

2,608 
2,14-01 

300 

159 
161 

11 

328 

50 

2,678 

11+.6 

kth  quarter 

1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food  supplies. 
2/  Includes  production  and  consumption  from  farm  slaughter. 
3/  Estimated. 

y  Less  than  500,000  po\ands . 


LMS-128 


-  27  - 

Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  eaiimals  and  meat 
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Item 

Unit 

1961 

1962 

November 

December 

:  October 

:  November 

:  December 

Cattle  %ild  calves 

Beef  steers,  slaughter 

Dollars  per 

100  pounds 

26.58 

27.33 

31.60 

31.87 

30.73 

do. 

25.58 

26.13 

29.50 

30.13 

28.91 

do. 

2k. k2 

2I+.69 

27.70 

28.28 

27.02 

do. 

22.6k 

22.69 

25.01+ 

25.27 

23.83 

do. 

23.10 

22.01 







do. 

20.77 

20.67 

22.97 

23.05 

21.59 

do. 

23. kk 

25. 81+ 

29.29 

29.89 

28.59 

do. 

2U.03 

2I+.I+9 

27.21 

27.72 

26.80 

do. 

2i+.27 

2I+.75 

21. kk 

28.12 

27.1+1 

Cows,  Chicago 

15.69 

do. 

15-72 

15.72 

15.52 

15.18 

do. 

ik.fO 

li+.97 

15.31 

15.22 

II+.9I 

do. 

13.91 

II+.07 

ll+.Ol 

13. 5^^ 

13.23 

do. 

12.39 

12.56 

12.72 

12.02 

11.60 

do. 

Q+/^r»VoT*  ortH    ^aa/^ot*   a+'Af3T*a      TTnTiRAfi        "^v  1  / 

do 

23.03 

23.06 

9S  7Q 
^?  •  1  ^7 

25 . 18 

Price  received  by  farmers 

do. 

20.10 

20.50 

21.70 

21.80 

21.1+0 

do. 

13.90 

II+.20 

ll+.OO 

13.60 

13.80 

do. 

22.80 

23.30 

21+.60 

25.1+0 

25.10 

do. 

23.70 

2I+.IO 

25.20 

25.20 

25.80 

Hogs 

BarrovB  and  gilts,  U.  S.  No.  1,  2  &  3,  Chicago 

do. 

16.55 

17.35 

— 





do. 

16.55 

17.39 

17.27 

17.18 

17.06 

do. 

16.1+1 

17.20 

17.13 

16.88 

16.61 

do. 

16.11+ 

16.76 

16.88 

16.1+5 

16.03 

do. 

16.35 

16.95 

17.01+ 

16.79 

16.1+5 

T3q  Ywi/-t^vo    a  nH    crS  1  +  G      R  TlMT'Vp+  fiP/  ......... 

do. 

15.97 

16.70 

16.87 

16 . 50 

16.16 

do. 

13.56 

13. lA 

li+.9^ 

II+.O6 

13.08 

do. 

15.70 

16.10 

16,1+0 

16.20 

15.70 

Hog-corn  price  ratio  3/ 

111-.  9 

15.7 

15.5 

15.6 

11+.6 

16.7 

17.0 

16.1 

1 7 

-L  1  •  0 

-LP .  1 

Sheep  emd  lanibs 

:  Dollars  per 

Sheep 

100  potmds 

do 

U.88 

5.25 

1+/  1+.70 

k/   i;  YS 

Lsjnb 

do. 

5.15 

5.36 

5.79 

5.92 

6.11 

do. 

16 . 52 

16 . 50 

18.88 

18.87 

19.10 

do 

13.95 

13.72 

I^/  -\f,  ftq 

5/  16.88 

do. 

15.00 

15.50 

17.80 

17.8c 

17.90 

All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers 

293 

299 

31U 

3IU 

308 

Meat 

Wholesale,  Chicago 

Dollars  per 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Choice,  50O-600  pounds 

:  100  pounds 

1+1.15 

^+3.25 

1+6.80 

1^7.57 

ki.ko 

do. 

38.81 

37.81 

1+3.60 

-1.86 

1+1.38 

Composite  hog  products: 

Including  lard 

Dollars 

17.98 

18.1+8 

18.59 

18.31^ 

17.96 

do. 

25.01 

25.70 

25.85 

25.50 

2I+.98 

do. 

21.71 

22.13 

22.70 

22.67 

22.51+ 

:  do. 

30.57 

31.16 

31.96 

31.92 

31.7i+ 

Excluding  lard 

do. 

19.55 

20.05 

20.39 

20.32 

20.3I+ 

do. 

3I+.92 

35.81 

36.1+2 

36.29 

36.33 

Retail,  United  States  average 

:  Cents 

•    per  poiind 

79.0 

79.6 

81.0 

do. 

58.1+ 

57.7 

61.1 

do. 

65.3 

68.2 

70.6 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS) 

93.8 

9I+.6 

99.3 

99.^ 

100.3 

99.9 

105.1+ 

10I+.5 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades. 

2/  Chicago,  St.  Lotiis  N.  S.  Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Siotix  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis. 
^  Number  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
kj  Good  grade. 
5/  Choice  grade. 

6/  Incliades  beef  and  veal,  pork,  leg  of  lamb  and  other  meats. 
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Selected  marketing,  slavighter  emd  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animal  s  sind  meat 


Item 

'.  Unit 

1961 

1962 

November 

:  December 

:  October 

:  November  : 

December 

Meat  animal  marketings 

152 

123 

186 

160 

128 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 

S  Com  Belt  States 

:  1,000 

983 

1,574 

1,164 

224 

127 

523 

215 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection 

: 
: 

N\jmT3er  slaughtered 

: 

1,683 

1,589 

1,899 

1,686 

862 

877 

936 

841 

385 

373 

469 

384 

419 

326 

473 

443 

17 

13 

21 

17 

i^l6 

517 

456 

1,213 

l,12i^- 

1,472 

1,215 

6,327 

5,738 

6,643 

6,376 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

: 

l,Oi+0 

1,006 

1,023 

199 

187 

199 

191 

do 

98 

99 

9b 

90 

2k0 

2k3 

238 

244 

Average  production 

; 

595 

60k 

574 

578 

112 

105 

113 

107 

hi 

1+8 

46 

47 

ikl 

1^4-2 

l4l 

144 

Pork,  per  100  povmds  live  weight  . . 

do. 

59 

59 

59 

58 

31 

32 

30 

32 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . . 

. ..:  do. 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Total  production 

:  Million 

997 

956 

1,087 

970 

52 

k3 

58 

49 

57 

52 

67 

57 

890 

816 

936 

9l4 

198 

l8i^ 

201 

201 

Cocnaercial  slaughter  l/ 

; 

Number  slavightered 

:  1,000 

2,155 

2,007 

2,436 

2,162 

696 

615 

763 

672 

1,397 

1,287 

1,682 

1,380 

7,378 

6,7^0 

1,818 

1,780 

Total  production 

:  Million 

1,237 

1,169 

1,358 

1,209 

Qk 

71 

93 

79 

65 

62 

77 

65 

950 

1,080 

1,048 

221 

207 

224 

223 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

173 

201 

145 

150 

170 

9 

11 

6 

7 

9 

:  20 

18 

10 

10 

11 

136 

193 

139 

161 

207 

397 

1;8^ 

359 

389 

456 

1/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 

2/  Inclvides  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  sidditlon  to  the  fovir  meats  listed. 
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Index  to  I962  issues 

Cattle  and  calves 


Calf  crop— MAR.,  AUG.,  NOV. 
Cash  receipts — JULY 
Cattle  cycle— NOV. 
Feeding: 

Costs  and  returns — AUG.,  NOV, 

Number  on  feed: 
U.  S.— MAR. 

Out  look- -NOV. 

Price  margins  in  feeding- -AUG, 
Foreign  trade- -MAY,  NOV. 
Live  weight  of  production — MAY 
Number  on  farms  Jan.  1: 

By  class--MAR.,  NOV. 

Rank  of  States --MAR. 
Price  of  slaughter  cattle  at  Chicago- -MA.Y 
Outlook— NOV. 
Price  spread- -JAN.  I963 
Price  for  selected  classes — MAR.,  AUG. 
Slaughter— NOV. 

Under  Federal  inspection,  by  class  of  cattle — MA.R.,  NOV. 
Seasonal  price  variation  for  Choice  slaughter  steers- -MAY 

Feed 

Outlook— NOV. 

Hogs 

Cash  receipts — JULY 

Distribution  of  farrowings  and  slaughter --SEPT. 
Hog-corn  price  ratio--SEPT. ,  NOV.,  JAN.  I963 
Live  weight  of  product ion- -MAY 
Number  on  farms  Jan.  1--MAR. 

Number  of  sows  farrowing  and  pigs  saved,  U.  S.--JULY,  SEPT.,  JAN.  I963 

Rank  of  States  in  pigs  saved — MA.R. 
Outlook:     Spring  pigs--SEPT. 
Pig  crops— MAR.,  MkY,  NOV.,  JAN.  I963 
Price  spread- -JAN.  I963 
Slaughter: 

Under  Federal  inspection — AUG. 

U.  S.--SEFT.,  NOV. 
Seasonality  in  slaughter  hog  weights — MAY 


Continued 
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Index  to  I962  issues — Continued 

Meats 

Canned  meat: 

Supply  and  distribution — MAY 
Consumption— M/VY,  NOV. 

Edible  offals:    Supply  and  distribution— MAY 
Foreign  consumption — SEPT. 
Foreign  trade — MAY 
Outlook— NOV. 

Outlook  for  sausage  meats — ^AUG.,  NOV. 
Production  U.  S.— MAY,  NOV. 
Retail  price: 

By  cuts--MAR.,  JULY,  SEPT. 

Composite- -MAY,  AUG.,  NOV. 
USDA  purchases  of  meat  products— JAN. ,  MAR.,  MAY,  JULY,  AUG.,  SEPT.,  NOV. 

Meat  ani  mals 

Cash  receipts — JULY 

Economic  evaluation  of  hide  curing  methods — SEPT. 

Foreign  trade — MAY 

Live  weight  of  farm  production — MAY 

Number  on  farms  Jan .  1 — MAR . ,  NOV . 

Prices  for  selected  classes— MAR. ,  MAY,  JULY,  SEPT. 

World  livestock  summary — JULY 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Cash  receipts — JULY 
Feeding: 

Costs  and  returns- -MAY 

Number  on  feed — MAR. 
Lamb  crop--MA.R.,  NOV. 

Mohair  production  and  value — MAR.,  NOV. 

Live  weight  of  production — MAY 

On  farms  Jan.  1:    Number- -M/^R . ,  AUG.,  NOV. 

Rank  of  States— MAR. 
Outlook- -NOV. 
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